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• Synthesis & Key findings - June

• Technical report - November

 1,465 pages in 27 Chapters –
some 5 kg!

 500 authors

 Most comprehensive sub-
global assessment to date 

 But more to do on valuation, 
scenarios & decision-making “tools”

UK NEA published last year

http://uknea.unep-wcmc.org/Resources/tabid/82/Default.aspx
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Conceptual Framework – evolution from the MA 



Conceptual Framework – focus on well-being 



UK Ecosystems (Broad Habitats)

Mountains/Moors/Heaths Semi-natural grasslands Woodlands

Urban (settlement)

Enclosed farmland 

Coastal marginsFreshwater/Wetlands Marine



Relative importance of Habitats for Ecosystem 
Services and direction of change since 1990



Importance and Trends in Drivers affecting Services



Provisioning and 
Regulating services Cultural services


x 

x

Biodiversity – ‘The Cultural Service Divide’ 

Well-being value

Biodiversity

Challenges:
• Improve our understanding of how different biodiversity groups underpin ES
• Identify key indicator groups, changes in which have an important impact on ES
• Develop UK comprehensive, integrated monitoring programme for these 

indicator groups
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Six Contrasting Scenario projections  



Implications of ‘storylines’ on Ecosystem Services 



Economic Implications of contrasting ‘storylines’



Spatial Economic Implications of two ‘storylines’



NEA Summary

1. Already enough information to manage our ecosystems more 
sustainably and good evidence of the benefits of doing so.

2. But a more sustainable development will require changes in 
individual and societal behaviour and adoption of a more 
integrated approach to ecosystem management .

3. A priority is to improve our understanding of how changes in 
our ecosystems, e.g .: halting the loss of biodiversity, 
influences the delivery of ecosystem services.

4. While illustrated how considering both market and non-
market values from ecosystem services can influence economic 
prosperity, we need to develop methods to incorporate health 
and social values in decision making.



Commitment 1:
“Building on the National 
Ecosystem Assessment, the 
Government will support a 
further phase of ground-
breaking research. It will 
investigate the mix of future 
actions most likely to secure 
the most benefits for nature 
and for people from our 
ecosystems.  It will also develop 
practical tools to assist 
decision-makers in applying the 
lessons of the NEA.” 

Adoption in Policy – Natural Environment 
White Paper (England)



Vision
A Scotland where we fully recognise, 
understand and value the importance of our 
land resources, and where our plans and 
decisions about land use deliver improved 
and enduring benefits, enhancing the 
wellbeing of our nation.

Objectives
• Land based businesses working with nature 
to contribute more to Scotland’s prosperity
• Responsible stewardship of Scotland’s 
natural resources delivering more benefits   
to Scotland’s people
• Urban and rural communities better 
connected to the land, with more
people enjoying the land and positively 
influencing land use

Adoption in Policy – Land Use Strategy (Scotland)



Adoption in Policy – A Living Wales



Influenced setting up of Natural Capital Committee



NEA2 – 1) Natural Capital Accounting

 Developing the evidence for a Natural Capital 
Asset Check

 Macroeconomic implications of ecosystem 
service change and management 

 Valuing a wider set of ecosystem service flows, 
and extending to the marine environment



NEA2 – 2) Deeper understanding of Well-being  

 Further exploration of 
cultural ecosystem 
services to extend the 
theoretical, 
methodological and 
practical 
understanding.

?

 How shared and plural 
values for ecosystem 
services can inform 
decision making, 
along side economic 
considerations?



NEA2 – 3) Broadening the Scenarios

 To deepen the analysis of UK NEA scenarios so 
that they support both economic and macro-
economic analysis of Objective 1, and explore 
how these influence well-being values.

 To use these enhanced scenarios to undertake 
analysis of the impacts of a wide range of 
societal responses to ecosystem change, at a 
range of spatial and temporal scales. 



NEA 2 – 4) Enhancing knowledge exchange and 
enabling decision-making

 Understanding and influencing culture and 
behaviour to maintain and enhance the 
delivery of  ecosystem services.

 Engagement with end users and exploration of 
a framework to prioritise tool development.

 Development and enhancement of tools and 
resources for the dissemination the findings/ 
methods of the UK NEA.
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